I28	NADIR  SHAH
No further place names on this route are given by any of ^the contem-
porary authorities consulted, but it seems that Nadir and his men went
on from Siah Chob in an east-south-easterly direction towards the Tsatsobi
Pass.1 Irakli of Kakheti, who, with a number of Georgians, accompanied
Nadir on his Indian expedition, relates that, starting in the morning,
they covered four aghach* before halting in the evening, probably at some
point near China, four and a half miles N. W. of the Tsatsobi Pass, On the
Shah arriving soon after, they went on again by moonlight, and soon entered
a pass (the Tsatsobi) where the cold was very severe. Owing to the
narrowness of the defile and the roughness of the track, there was great
confusion, and it took five hours for the troops to traverse the pass, which
was half an aghach in length*3
Nadir continued his march into the Bazar valley and must have passed
through or near the village of Chora, 12 miles S.E. of the Tsatsobi Pass.
From Chora he followed the trend of the valley east and then north-east
until within a few miles of Jamrud ; it appears that he entered the Khaibar
Pass either at its eastern end or else a mile or two further west, by scaling
the intervening ridge between it and the Chora-Jamrud route. Which-
ever he did, he and his men, though they must have been much fatigued
by their long march of some 48 miles,4 came up to Nasir Khan's position>
and attacked it so fiercely that the Indo-Afghan force, after suffering
heavy losses, was driven back to Jamrud and Peshawar, leaving Nasir
Khan and a number of other officers and men prisoners in the hands of
the Persians.
The advance on Peshawar was resumed three days after this battle,,
by which time the main portion of the army and the baggage and artillery
had had time to join Nadir via the Khaibar Pass. Dismayed by the defeat
Nadir was wondering how he was going to traverse the Khaibar Pass in the face of opposi-
tion from Na§ir Khan, a spy offered to guide the army by a difficult alternative route
which would bring Nadir and his men to a j>oint an hour and a half or two hours' march
beyond the place where Na?ir Khan and his force were awaiting him. See also Major
H, R. James's Report on the Settlement of the Peshawar District (Lahore, 1865, p. 36) and
the article entitled Friends and Foes in the Pioneer Mail (of Allahabad) of 23rd August, 1885,
*Mirza Mahdi gives scarcely any geographical details, merely saying that on the route via
Seh. Chuba (sic) there was a high mountain and that the road was very difficult to traverse,,
owing to its steepness.
1 The Turkish aghach (or yigach) is equivalent to the farsakh.
1 See the letter from Irakli II of Kakheti to his sister Anna (H. de la G., Vol. II, Part II, p, 355).
Irakli had joined Nadir at Qandahar shortly before his father Taimuraz had been allowed
to return to Georgia (for further details, see Brosset's translation of Lrakli's Life by Oman
Kherkh&ralidze, in H. de la G., Vol. II, Part II, pp. 206 and 207.)
*Mirza Mahdi (T.N., p. 196 gives the length of this march as 30 farsakhs which, taking into
account the shortness of the farsakh in mountainous country, is very much the same. For
the variability of the farsakh see General A. Houtum-Schindler's Notes on the Length of
the Fwsakh, in the Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society, Vol. X, pp. 584-588.
and Dr. <X F. Lehmann-Haupfs review, in the Gnomon, June, 1928 (Vol. IV, Part w
™ 246 and 247), of Segl's Vom Kentrites bis Trapezunf.

